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- You have a Project research already defined
(theme, problematic, question, hypothesis)

- If not : | recommend you follow first the module
“Designing a good legal research”.
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What is a methodology ? il

First, what is a RESEARCH ?

The intellectual work that you do in order to

discover a knowledge : you want to give an
answer to your question and hypothesis.

Then, what is a METHODOLOGY 7

The way, the approaches that you choose, that you
have decided to use to get to the answer.

We call those approaches an “epistemological
positioning”.
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Answering your hypothesis is your destination.

Structuring your plan is your route.

Choosing your methodology is your mean of
transport.
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2 proposals of methodology

Before explaining them, be aware that there is no
preferred methodology :

You choose the methodology that you consider
will better help you in your research, will better
help you answering your question the way you
have decided.

You can choose to “combine” those
methodologies, like a transport by foot, then by
car, by plane, adapting your way to your goal.
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Different ways to conduct your research

= Law in the books — black letter: study/analyse the texts of the law in theory
= Descriptive
= Analytical

= Normative

= Law in practice-enforcement issues: how the law is actually applied in the real
world

" |nterview with practitioners (judges, lawyers)

" |nterviews with stakeholders (NGO, victims, businesses,...)

= | aw and economics: what are the economic reasons behind the law? What is
the economic impact?
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Al those methods can be COMBINED.
You can decide :
- to conduct a comparative research between lao law and Luxembourgish law

- To have multiple approaches of this comparative research :
- 1stapproach : a descriptive approach (“what do their respective law say”)

- Then a 2" approach : analytical : what are their respective strengths and
weaknesses

- Finally why not a 3™ approach where you would present your own solutions to
improve the lao law : a normative approach
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Get your thoughts organized into DIFFERENT DOCUMENTS or colour
codes :

1t document : your own thoughts, ideas, convictions (give them a space
to be, to grow to strengthen, or to disappear : it’s all
right)

2" document : what you read interesting or even only potentially
interesting

34 document : - what you take away from your readings, what they

inspire you (personal opinion, agree/disagree, impact of
the reading on your hypothesis...)

- what you don’t understand (allow it to be, you’ll see
maybe you’ll understand later !)
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Starting the research — Tips to get organized

With regards to your 3@ document (your thoughts) :

You can group and organize your thoughts under paragraphs,
keywords and sub-keywords, themes and sub-themes : this will
help you to start seeing your structure and your plan.

Select your bibliography at the start, report and write it on an
ongoing basis.
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* Make a temporary plan : stay relax, your plan will change! Keep
it bullet points, big picture, keywords

e Continue to read, to write your thoughts, to write your
guestions and potential findings

* Make a definitive plan



Table of content

Definitive plan nni.ln

* Remember WHAT you want to demonstrate



Table of content

Definitive plan nni.ln

* Remember WHAT you want to demonstrate

* “What is necessary ? What can | let go ?”



Table of content

Definitive plan nni.ln

* Remember WHAT you want to demonstrate
* “What is necessary ? What can | let go ?”

e Remember HOW you want to demonstrate



Table of content

Definitive plan nni.ln

* Remember WHAT you want to demonstrate
* “What is necessary ? What can | let go ?”

e Remember HOW you want to demonstrate

* “How will the plan help me getting from my starting hypothesis to my
final conclusion ?”



Table of content

Definitive plan .l

UNIVERSITE DU
LUXEMBOURG

* Remember WHAT you want to demonstrate
* “What is necessary ? What can | let go ?”

e Remember HOW you want to demonstrate

* “How will the plan help me getting from my starting hypothesis to my
final conclusion ?”

* “How to go from the unknown to the known ?”



Table of content

Definitive plan .l

UNIVERSITE DU
LUXEMBOURG

* Remember WHAT you want to demonstrate
* “What is necessary ? What can | let go ?”
e Remember HOW you want to demonstrate

* “How will the plan help me getting from my starting hypothesis to my
final conclusion ?”

* “How to go from the unknown to the known ?”

* [nsert TIMING



Table of content

Definitive plan .l

UNIVERSITE DU
LUXEMBOURG

* Remember WHAT you want to demonstrate
* “What is necessary ? What can | let go ?”
e Remember HOW you want to demonstrate

* “How will the plan help me getting from my starting hypothesis to my
final conclusion ?”

* “How to go from the unknown to the known ?”

* [nsert TIMING

* Each title of your plan should have a timing associated to it



Table of content

Definitive plan .l

UNIVERSITE DU
LUXEMBOURG

* Remember WHAT you want to demonstrate
* “What is necessary ? What can | let go ?”
e Remember HOW you want to demonstrate

* “How will the plan help me getting from my starting hypothesis to my
final conclusion ?”

* “How to go from the unknown to the known ?”

* |nsert TIMING
* Each title of your plan should have a timing associated to it

* [t will help you keeping in mind that your research must end at one day !



Table of content

Definitive plan .l

UNIVERSITE DU
LUXEMBOURG

* Remember WHAT you want to demonstrate
* “What is necessary ? What can | let go ?”
e Remember HOW you want to demonstrate

* “How will the plan help me getting from my starting hypothesis to my
final conclusion ?”

* “How to go from the unknown to the known ?”

* |nsert TIMING
* Each title of your plan should have a timing associated to it

* [t will help you keeping in mind that your research must end at one day !

e example next slide
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